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I <un responding tc ycur Tetter cf Parch 3, 1SS1, tc 
Secretary Daig concerning your earlier request for access 
tc certciin documents pertairirg tc the case cf Swedish 
diplomat Faoul Valient erg * 


Following receipt cf ycur letter, the Department once again 
thoroughly arc 7 c v arcfully reviewed the documents in question* I 
regret tc inferrr you that the Department must decline tc provide 
the material requested or; the grounds that it had heen provided 
tc us in confidence hy foreign governments • 


At your convenience, however, the Department will he pleased, 
on a confidential basis to brief you cn the latest information 
regarding the case and to review with you all previous actions 
tdf.cn by the United Etatee Government in cur effort to obtain 
a clarification oi Wallenberg's fate. At various times in the 
past we have provided ycur office with the substance cf all 
Department activities or the case, including actions tc which 
the withheld documentary material relates* be are hopeful that 
a confidential review such as the one we are proposing will 
assist in clarifying fer you the chronological course of 
Department actions taker. in the Vifallenberg case. 

h i th regard to ycur question as to whether the Department 
had ashed the Swedish and Soviet Governments for permission tc 
release the documents in question to you, the Department does 
not normally follow such a course cf action and, for a number 
of reasons , considers it inadvisable normally tc dc sc* In 
this case, the department did find it appropriate to ash the 
views of the Government of Sv/eccr- with regard tc the release 
of two cf the documents. Should it prove possible to release 
these two documents, we will, of course, dc sc, The specific 
content cf diplomatic ccmrun ice t lent » however , is net routinely 
made available fer accelerated dcclassif icatior, nor does the 
Department release documents containing confidential infor- 
mation If such release would jeopardize the future likelihood 
of the foreign government sources * providing the United States 
wit! confidential information. Doth cf these concerns are 
relevant tc the Department * s decision net to release the 
remaining materials requested by you cr. the ballerterg case . 


Luring hie confirmation h^cZrri res- i r. Jan uary , 
tele the relate Icr tier Dels 



Secretary haic 
he would abide 


% 


by cxicti 
pro vi sicr 



of classified materiel 


criteria end procedures 
tc b.crebcrs cf Cororccs 


Senator s-v^r-A cbpy cf the Department guidelines: eigr.ed ly 
tier -Secret ary Vance is attached. 


regard! r« 
ar:d tc 


1 1 epe this inf c rmaticr helps explain the basic for the 
£ opart rent * s inability tc release tc yen the actual documents 
ycu requested. Flea.se be assured, however, that ^he Department 
12 Fi eased to continue tc cooperate with you fully in the effort 
tc clarify the fate cf Pacul Wallenberg* 


Sincerely, 


Fi chard Fairbanks 
Assistant. Secretary 
for Congress icnal Eel at ions 
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